
Generation Next – Global Research Poll

In the tables below, percents are of the sample at the top of the column.

This report summarizes the main findings of the poll conducted for BBC World Service by research agency Synovate in October 2006, exploring the views and opinions of 
young people aged 15 – 17. In total, 3,050 youths were interviewed in 10 key cities.

For example in the first question, 75% of the total respondents said "yes" to: "Do you feel your education has prepared you for the future?" Nine percent of respondents 
from Baghdad said: "No."

Source: BBC/Synovate Page 1



Do you feel your education has prepared you for the future?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 75% 45% 64% 66% 96% 82% 88% 96% 79% 50% 80%
No 17% 13% 33% 31% 2% 18% 9% 4% 19% 36% 10%
Don't know 8% 40% 3% 3% 1% 0% 3% 1% 2% 14% 9%
Refused 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1%
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Do you worry about finding a good job?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 72% 58% 75% 71% 89% 97% 59% 85% 66% 67% 55%
No 22% 26% 21% 26% 10% 3% 36% 13% 27% 25% 33%
Don't know 6% 15% 4% 3% 1% 0% 5% 2% 7% 8% 12%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Do you expect to get married?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2730 307 300 300 300 300 300 0 310 300 313

I am already married 2% 0% 1% 0% 2% 5% 0% - 0% 1% 6%
Yes, I plan to get 
married

63% 53% 73% 66% 92% 72% 19%
-

77% 46% 64%

No, I don't plan to get 
married

20% 8% 14% 13% 5% 22% 52%
-

17% 38% 10%

Don't Know 15% 37% 11% 21% 1% 1% 26% - 6% 14% 20%
Refused 1% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% - 0% 1% 0%

Delhi data unreliable for this question
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Would you marry someone of a different religion?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2750 307 300 0 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 34% 50% 52% - 31% 81% 4% 13% 10% 33% 34%
No 47% 8% 39% - 57% 17% 82% 57% 84% 42% 37%
Don't know 18% 41% 9% - 11% 1% 11% 28% 7% 25% 28%
Refused 1% 1% 0% - 0% 0% 3% 3% 0% 0% 2%
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Would you marry someone of a different race?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2750 307 300 0 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 48% 31% 60% - 42% 93% 60% 14% 57% 31% 50%
No 31% 19% 32% - 43% 7% 26% 48% 32% 47% 21%
Don't know 20% 49% 8% - 14% 0% 11% 32% 11% 21% 28%
Refused 1% 1% 0% - 0% 0% 3% 6% 0% 0% 2%
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How many children would you like to have?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Average 2.63 2.3 2.76 2.38 3.71 1.85 4.15 1.85 2.36 1.96 2.95
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The world’s population is currently 6.5 billion.  Do you think the world is overcrowded?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 55% 53% 51% 81% 36% 69% 44% 82% 77% 15% 36%
No 32% 24% 40% 16% 56% 31% 34% 7% 13% 59% 44%
Don't know 13% 21% 8% 3% 8% 0% 20% 11% 9% 26% 19%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1%
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The world's population is expected to be closer to 10 billion when you are 50 years old.  How does that make you feel?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Very concerned 33% 21% 41% 54% 35% 23% 27% 66% 39% 5% 21%
A little concerned 29% 47% 22% 22% 35% 41% 16% 16% 39% 22% 29%
Not very concerned 16% 15% 19% 7% 11% 20% 19% 6% 14% 30% 22%
Not at all concerned 14% 6% 15% 12% 9% 16% 24% 6% 2% 30% 19%
Don't Know 7% 9% 2% 5% 10% 0% 13% 6% 6% 12% 8%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1%

Any concerned: 62% 68% 63% 76% 69% 64% 42% 81% 78% 28% 51%
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To control the size of populations, should governments be allowed to limit the number of children people have?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 46% 11% 55% 64% 37% 41% 36% 91% 85% 16% 22%
No 46% 73% 40% 35% 60% 59% 53% 5% 13% 70% 57%
Don't know 7% 15% 5% 2% 3% 0% 11% 3% 3% 14% 19%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 2%
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What do you think should be the maximum number of children per family?

Filter: Those agreeing that Governments should limit the number of children that people should have

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
1404 34 165 191 111 122 109 292 263 48 69

Average 2.78 2.69 3.59 2.71 4.05 2.45 3.26 2.03 2.44 2.47 3.00
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Thinking globally, which one of these issues is most important at the moment?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Terrorism 36% 63% 17% *** 4% 20% 59% 66% 31% 52% 44%
climate change 5% 10% 2% 2% 0% 9% 1% 0% 3% 6% 17%
Aids 17% 8% 35% 14% 22% 13% 1% 17% 19% 27% 11%
Education 25% 6% 32% 31% 63% 35% 27% 9% 34% 5% 9%
Career 7% 1% 6% 33% 5% 3% 7% 4% 2% 2% 3%
Obesity 1% 2% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 2% 4%
Hunger 8% 9% 6% 18% 5% 19% 0% 2% 9% 4% 9%
Other 2% 2% 2% 2% 0% 0% 4% 0% 1% 2% 4%

*** Not asked
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Now thinking on a more personal level, which one of these issues is most important to you at the moment?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Terrorism 19% 26% 4% *** 1% 8% 50% 34% 18% 18% 31%
climate change 3% 6% 1% 2% 0% 4% 0% 0% 4% 2% 8%
Aids 14% 3% 19% 9% 5% 18% 0% 27% 19% 28% 13%
Education 38% 42% 46% 38% 79% 33% 34% 15% 38% 29% 27%
Career 17% 10% 22% 44% 14% 14% 11% 17% 10% 16% 12%
Obesity 1% 5% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 2% 4%
Hunger 6% 4% 5% 6% 1% 22% 0% 5% 9% 2% 4%
Other 2% 4% 4% 1% 0% 0% 4% 0% 2% 0% 3%
No answer 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 2% 0%

*** Not asked
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Regardless of whether this is already the case in your country; do you think women should have the same rights as men?

London New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 78% 93% 71% 53% 47% 94% 81% 96% 75% 81% 85%
No 20% 4% 29% 46% 52% 5% 18% 3% 23% 10% 8%
Don't know 2% 3% 1% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 2% 8% 6%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1%
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Regardless of whether this is already the case in your country; do you think homosexuals should have the same rights as heterosexuals?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO OR 
BAGHDAD

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2450 307 300 0 300 300 0 320 310 300 313

Yes 39% 67% 8% - 4% 74% - 51% 26% 43% 36%
No 47% 15% 81% - 86% 25% - 26% 69% 36% 39%
Don't know 13% 16% 10% - 10% 1% - 20% 5% 20% 23%
Refused 1% 2% 2% - 0% 0% - 3% 0% 1% 2%
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Do you think people should be able to live in whichever country they choose?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 79% 70% 79% 79% 87% 92% 62% 90% 72% 82% 74%
No 16% 15% 20% 21% 11% 8% 29% 6% 22% 13% 18%
Don't know 5% 14% 2% 1% 2% 0% 9% 3% 7% 5% 7%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1%
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Would you emigrate to another country to secure a better future?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 64% 28% 81% 70% 76% 70% 46% 81% 76% 47% 68%
No 25% 32% 17% 27% 19% 29% 50% 15% 17% 37% 14%
Don't know 10% 40% 3% 3% 5% 1% 4% 3% 7% 16% 16%
Refused 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2%
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Would you risk your life to emigrate to another country?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2740 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 0 300 313

Yes 14% 6% 31% 13% 10% 12% 13% 9% - 8% 19%
No 80% 75% 64% 86% 88% 87% 82% 87% - 81% 66%
Don't know 7% 19% 5% 1% 2% 0% 5% 3% - 10% 14%
Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% - 1% 2%

Jakarta data unreliable for this question

Source: BBC/Synovate Page 18



Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Keep apart to maintain 
own beliefs and culture 38% 11% 52% 21% 63% 29% 28% 81% 39% 25% 24%
Integrate and adopt 
the culture of new 
country 49% 61% 39% 71% 31% 69% 63% 11% 50% 47% 48%
Don't Know 13% 25% 9% 7% 6% 2% 8% 7% 9% 27% 25%
Refused 1% 2% 0% 2% 1% 0% 0% 1% 2% 2% 3%

Do you think people who move to another country should keep apart to maintain their own beliefs and culture, or should they integrate and adopt the culture of their new 
country?
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Do you think money can buy you happiness?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 25% 24% 46% 20% 4% 11% 29% 23% 43% 20% 25%
No 70% 63% 50% 78% 95% 88% 68% 76% 51% 69% 67%
Don't know 5% 13% 3% 2% 1% 1% 3% 1% 6% 11% 7%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1%
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Do you feel crime generally in your country is increasing or decreasing?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Increasing 85% 70% 79% 88% 87% 97% 77% 91% 96% 88% 78%
Decreasing 8% 9% 15% 8% 11% 3% 18% 3% 4% 4% 8%
Don't Know 6% 21% 6% 3% 3% 0% 5% 7% 0% 7% 12%
Refused 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2%
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Would you commit a crime that would instantly turn you into a millionaire if you knew you could get away with it?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 16% 10% 37% 7% 13% 14% 2% 8% 12% 25% 31%
No 77% 70% 60% 92% 86% 84% 98% 89% 84% 57% 53%
Don't know 6% 18% 2% 1% 1% 2% 0% 3% 5% 16% 13%
Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 2% 2%
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Would you consider stealing something you really wanted if you couldn't afford it?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2750 307 300 0 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 6% 6% 12% - 3% 4% 3% 4% 4% 4% 15%
No 88% 87% 80% - 96% 96% 96% 90% 95% 80% 73%
Don't know 5% 6% 7% - 1% 0% 1% 6% 1% 13% 10%
Refused 1% 1% 1% - 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2% 2%
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Do you believe that making or selling fake copies of well- known branded goods should be treated as a crime?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 64% 51% 64% 75% 85% 39% 65% 62% 93% 60% 50%
No 27% 24% 34% 23% 13% 60% 24% 32% 6% 21% 38%
Don't know 8% 25% 2% 2% 2% 2% 11% 6% 2% 18% 9%
Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 2%
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Would you consider cheating to get into university?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 17% 3% 14% 27% 6% 40% 7% 12% 10% 37% 18%
No 76% 89% 80% 70% 93% 58% 86% 79% 87% 42% 74%
Don't know 6% 8% 6% 2% 1% 1% 1% 7% 3% 21% 7%
Refused 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 6% 3% 0% 1% 1%
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Which of these do you think best describes Christmas?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2750 307 300 0 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Consumerism gone 
mad 8% 24% 5% - 1% 12% 2% 7% 3% 7% 12%
An opportunity to get 
things I really want 13% 24% 6% - 1% 13% 9% 21% 6% 18% 18%
An opportunity to 
spend time with my 
family 29% 26% 15% - 12% 42% 71% 21% 19% 28% 30%
A celebration of the 
birth of Christ 42% 20% 72% - 83% 34% 4% 45% 54% 32% 29%
Don't Know 7% 4% 2% - 2% 0% 10% 4% 16% 14% 10%
Refused 2% 2% 0% - 1% 0% 4% 3% 3% 1% 2%
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Have you heard of climate change or global warming?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

I understand what 
climate change is 51% 77% 62% 45% 22% 64% 26% 62% 38% 48% 65%
I have heard of climate 
change but I don't 
know what it is 24% 17% 26% 39% 16% 17% 13% 19% 44% 33% 16%
I haven't heard of it 17% 6% 8% 11% 52% 18% 35% 13% 11% 9% 7%
Don't Know 8% 0% 4% 5% 10% 1% 24% 5% 7% 9% 12%
Refused 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2% 1% 0% 1% 1%
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Do you agree with the statement that climate change is man-made?

Filter: All those that understand something about climate change

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 1557 237 186 136 67 191 77 197 119 145 202

Yes 62% 63% 55% 54% 19% 86% 0% 53% 92% 82% 65%
No 29% 9% 39% 43% 78% 14% 97% 40% 7% 10% 22%
Don't know 8% 26% 6% 2% 3% 0% 3% 7% 2% 7% 12%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1%
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Do you think Governments take climate change seriously enough?

Filter: All those that understand something about climate change

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 1557 237 186 136 67 191 77 197 119 145 202

Yes 21% 8% 29% 18% 24% 10% 10% 47% 22% 13% 25%
No 70% 74% 68% 76% 69% 90% 90% 45% 71% 67% 64%
Don't know 9% 17% 3% 6% 6% 1% 0% 8% 8% 20% 10%
Refused 0% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1%
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Would you be prepared to lower your standard of living to some extent to reduce climate change?

Filter: All those that understand something about climate change

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 1557 237 186 136 67 191 77 197 119 145 202

Yes 35% 52% 29% 54% 40% 46% 0% 44% 24% 23% 14%
No 52% 15% 67% 39% 51% 51% 97% 40% 73% 46% 75%
Don't know 13% 33% 4% 7% 9% 3% 3% 13% 3% 30% 10%
Refused 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 0% 1% 1%
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Have you changed your behaviour in any way to try and reduce your impact on climate change?

Filter: All those that understand something about climate change

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 1557 237 186 136 67 191 77 197 119 145 202

Yes 34% 32% 54% 28% 30% 28% 4% 42% 40% 20% 40%
No 55% 44% 42% 68% 57% 71% 94% 45% 50% 68% 44%
Don't know 10% 24% 4% 4% 13% 2% 3% 11% 10% 11% 14%
Refused 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 1% 2%
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Have you heard of Aids?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 97% 99% 100% 100% 100% 100% 79% 100% 99% 99% 91%
No 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 14% 0% 1% 1% 3%
Don't know 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 7% 0% 0% 0% 5%
Refused 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2%
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Have you heard of bird flu?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

No reply 3% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 21% 0% 1% 1% 9%
Yes 95% 94% 95% 100% 99% 95% 79% 97% 99% 98% 90%
No 2% 4% 4% 0% 1% 4% 0% 3% 0% 0% 0%
Don't know 1% 2% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1%
Refused 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Which are you more worried about: Aids or bird flu?

Filter: All those that heard of Aids and bird flu

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2887 287 286 300 298 286 237 311 307 294 281

Aids 75% 48% 86% 54% 93% 92% 51% 93% 70% 81% 75%
bird flu 20% 31% 13% 45% 6% 8% 49% 6% 29% 8% 16%
Don't Know 5% 21% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 2% 1% 11% 8%
Refused 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Do you think Aids is becoming more or less of a problem?

Filter: All those who have heard of Aids

City
BASE Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London

2950 304 300 300 300 300 237 319 307 297 286

No reply 2% 6% 5% 0% 1% 5% 0% 3% 0% 1% 2%
More of a problem 80% 45% 80% 78% 83% 83% 89% 95% 92% 80% 75%
Less of a problem 11% 23% 15% 18% 14% 12% 6% 1% 4% 8% 12%
Don't Know 7% 27% 1% 4% 2% 1% 5% 2% 4% 10% 11%
Refused 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0%
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Do you agree with abortion?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 21% 31% 16% 2% 4% 18% 20% 29% 3% 54% 33%
No 65% 34% 80% 97% 95% 81% 52% 38% 97% 27% 49%
Don't know 13% 32% 4% 1% 1% 1% 27% 28% 0% 18% 15%
Refused 2% 4% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 6% 0% 1% 3%
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In certain circumstances, would you consider having an abortion?.

Filter: All Female Respondents

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 1469 154 141 149 136 150 137 136 160 149 157

Yes 26% 40% 39% 1% 2% 45% 10% 23% 17% 38% 40%
No 55% 22% 53% 95% 97% 53% 47% 27% 79% 33% 43%
Don't know 17% 35% 6% 2% 1% 2% 42% 37% 4% 26% 13%
Refused 3% 3% 2% 2% 0% 0% 2% 13% 0% 3% 3%
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In certain circumstances, would you consider your wife or partner having an abortion?

Filter: All Male Respondents

BASE Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
1581 153 159 151 164 150 163 184 150 151 156

Yes 26% 35% 21% 5% 2% 21% 66% 23% 17% 25% 41%
No 59% 20% 71% 94% 98% 77% 34% 44% 79% 48% 30%
Don't know 13% 44% 7% 1% 1% 1% 0% 23% 3% 26% 26%
Refused 2% 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 11% 0% 2% 3%
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Would you feel safer if you carried a weapon?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 27% 19% 38% 15% 21% 17% 24% 41% 10% 55% 25%
No 63% 59% 56% 83% 77% 83% 65% 45% 80% 27% 59%
Don't know 9% 20% 5% 2% 2% 0% 11% 11% 10% 17% 14%
Refused 1% 2% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 4% 0% 1% 3%
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At what age should children be responsible for their criminal actions?

City
Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London

BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Under 5 1% 1% 0% 0% 3% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 2%
5-7 years old 3% 1% 4% 2% 5% 1% 5% 6% 2% 2% 2%
8-10 years old 8% 5% 8% 6% 11% 5% 22% 2% 5% 6% 9%
11-13 years old 14% 24% 14% 14% 11% 11% 20% 7% 10% 12% 20%
14-16 years old 29% 38% 23% 20% 14% 51% 15% 30% 28% 43% 34%
17 years or older 37% 19% 44% 56% 50% 30% 16% 44% 55% 32% 23%
Don't Know 7% 12% 7% 3% 6% 0% 19% 8% 1% 5% 10%
Refused 1% 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 2% 3% 0% 1% 1%
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Do you agree with the death penalty?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 46% 50% 38% 66% 17% 37% 76% 38% 47% 49% 39%
No 44% 19% 59% 32% 80% 62% 14% 46% 45% 35% 46%
Don't know 10% 28% 2% 2% 2% 1% 10% 14% 8% 14% 13%
Refused 1% 3% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 0% 2% 2%
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Do you believe in God or a higher being?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2750 307 300 0 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 86% 80% 97% - 100% 96% 79% 92% 93% 61% 71%
No 8% 8% 3% - 0% 4% 7% 7% 7% 19% 18%
Don't know 6% 12% 0% - 0% 0% 12% 1% 0% 17% 9%
Refused 1% 1% 0% - 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 3% 2%
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On balance, is religion a force for good or a source of conflict?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2750 307 300 0 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Force for good 66% 56% 75% - 92% 84% 22% 76% 97% 37% 51%
Source of conflict 20% 19% 18% - 3% 15% 64% 12% 3% 23% 23%
Don't Know 13% 23% 6% - 4% 1% 13% 12% 1% 36% 24%
Refused 1% 1% 1% - 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 3% 2%
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Should religious leaders be allowed to become politicians?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2750 307 300 0 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 35% 21% 39% - 34% 40% 44% 23% 57% 16% 41%
No 50% 48% 55% - 60% 59% 48% 60% 31% 52% 34%
Don't know 15% 30% 6% - 6% 1% 7% 15% 12% 30% 23%
Refused 1% 1% 0% - 0% 0% 1% 2% 0% 2% 1%
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What matters more to you, science or religion?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Science 29% 42% 20% 4% 13% 44% 8% 58% 11% 62% 31%
Religion 59% 31% 78% 94% 82% 54% 74% 38% 81% 10% 50%
Don't Know 10% 25% 2% 2% 4% 2% 18% 3% 8% 23% 16%
Refused 1% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 5% 3%
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Do you think America's foreign policy in Iraq and Afghanistan, sometimes called the 'War on Terror', is making the world a safer place?

NOT ASKED IN 
CAIRO

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 2750 307 300 0 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 14% 16% 26% - 9% 7% 1% 25% 8% 16% 18%
No 71% 62% 66% - 80% 92% 98% 37% 87% 59% 60%
Don't know 14% 22% 7% - 11% 2% 0% 36% 6% 22% 19%
Refused 1% 1% 0% - 0% 0% 1% 3% 0% 3% 3%
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Would you consider taking action which may result in innocent people dying if you felt very strongly about a cause?

Total New York Nairobi Cairo Lagos Rio Baghdad Delhi Jakarta Moscow London
BASE 3050 307 300 300 300 300 300 320 310 300 313

Yes 17% 9% 15% 12% 10% 9% 34% 18% 31% 9% 25%
No 73% 60% 79% 86% 87% 88% 65% 80% 58% 73% 55%
Don't know 9% 29% 5% 2% 3% 3% 0% 2% 9% 16% 17%
Refused 1% 2% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 2% 3%

NOTE: The London figure above is very surprising and the BBC has taken advice on what it means. Prof. Paul Wilkinson, who is Chairman of the Advisory Board of the 
Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV) at the University of St Andrews thinks the question asked: ‘Would you consider taking action which may 
result in innocent people dying if you felt very strongly about a cause?’ is very broad. The percentages might be understandable in Baghdad and Jakarta, but the London 
result appears very high.  The broadness of the question could incorporate issues such as the defence of one's country and modern warfare, as well as suicide bombing and 
terrorist acts, so it is impossible to draw precise inferences.  
He knows of no comparative opinion poll data against which to measure this result. Bill Durodie, Senior Lecturer in Risk and Corporate Security at Cranfield University, also 
thinks the question very broad.  He says that young people tend to be more idealistic in their outlook, so the results are likely to be higher than among the adult population.  
Their understanding of ‘sacrifice’ and consequences is very different to that of older people.  To put this into some sort of context, a survey carried out by ICM for the 
Guardian in July 2005 among UK Muslims of all ages found that only 4% thought it justifiable for religious or political groups to use violence for political ends. 
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